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1 . [x] This communication is responsive to an amendment filed on 6/21/2004 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 6,8,10 and 11 . 

3. [X] The drawings filed on 08 June 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 6, 8, 10 and 1 1 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The present invention is directed to a hierarchy of an operation screen and a 
hierarchy of a directory set to have a correspondence relation wherein changing points 
of the respective hierarchies reflect on the opposite hierarchies in combination with 
entering a password number and automatically forming a hidden directory, having a 
name based on the password number, in the directory hierarchy of a file server. 

Each independent claim identifies the uniquely distinct features of the hierarchy 
of an operation screen of an image reading device set to correspond to the hierarchy of 
a directory in a file server for recording a scanned image to further comprise " a secret 
directory having a name based on the password corresponding to the preset operation 
hierarchy of the image reading device" . 

The closes prior art, applicant's admitted prior art and Barrett et al., when 
combined, shows a similar system which also provides a hierarchy of an operation 
screen and a hierarchy of a directory having a corresponding relationship. However, the 
prior art still fail to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations obvious, i.e. a 
hierarchy of an operation screen combined with a hierarchy of a directory and using the 
password information as a directory name in order to eliminate the need to perform 
password collation processing. 
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Inquires 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 
305-7601 or (571) 272-4068 after 10/20/2004. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday - Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 308-0640. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

LVN 

Patent Examiner 
September 28, 2004 



